Hazlet Township Committee Meeting Minutes 06-11-2012

HAZLET ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

MEETING OF JUNE 11, 2012

MINUTES

Meeting called to order at 8:05 p.m. by Chairwoman Mazza

Salute to the flag and moment of silent reflection

CHAIRWOMAN'’S STATEMENT: Read by Chairwoman Mazza

Roll Call: Present Absent
Com. Bucci X
Com. Cavanagh X
Com.Dahlgren X
Vice Chair. Lejda X

Chairwoman Mazza X



Com. Pease X

Com. Shewan X

Alt. 1 Geer X(vacation)
Township Comm. Liaison Aagre X
Township Comm:. Liaison Brady X(illness)

REVIEW OF MINUTES:

MOTION: To approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 7, 2012

OFFERED: Com. Shewan 2nd : Com. Cavanagh
Roll Call: Yes No Abstain Absent
Com. Bucci

Com. Cavanagh



Com. Dahlgren

Vice Chair Lejda

Com. Pease

Chairwoman Mazza

Com. Shewan

Alt. 1 Geer

Voice Vote: Yes

New Business:

Hazlet Environmental Commission Mission — Rosemary Mazza

Chair Mazza stated that the HEC’s mission is addressing issues that affect environmental and the quality
of life of Hazlet residents. The Hazlet Environmental Commission are also the stewards of Natco Park
therefore it is within our mission to create a “wish list”. Chair Mazza stated that the pictures displayed
in our meeting were put together by VC Ledja and Com. Pease. These pictures were taken in Natco Park
throughout the years. Chair Mazza said that approximately 28 years ago VC Ledja, an original member
and the HEC recognized the beauty that was within this Town and had it preserved. She stated that VC
Ledja knows just about everything about Natco Park.



What is Natco Park — Barbara Lejda

Chair Mazza asked Vice Chair Lejda to discuss “What is Natco Park?”

VC Ledja stated that Natco Park was purchased with Green Acres funds for passive recreation. The park
is 271 acres and is nearly 80% of the towns land area. It serves as a resting place for migrating birds and
a buffer between fresh and salt water. People use the park for walks, cross country skiing, picnics and
just plain recreation. The park is a sanctuary not just for wildlife but for people who come to the park to
escape the wildlife they deal with everyday. Many visitors to the park plan their own trip independently
but guided tours can also be arranged. VC Ledja stated that literature and brochures are available and
she said she would welcome requests for a walking tour.

Natco Park Wish List — Commissioners

What changes or improvements would you like to see? Chair Mazza handed out paper to everyone to
write down their wish list for Natco Park. She encouraged everyone to write as many ideas as they
want. Wish List requests were put in popularity order, most popular first.

A Wish List will be created and e-mailed to all commissioners. Chair Mazza stated we will compose a
letter to the DEP and the Township Committee. Com. Cavanagh stated that the letter should go to the
Township Committee and maybe Monmouth County Parks, but the DEP should not be involved. Com.
Shewan stated that DEP(Department of Environmental Protection) sent him a request for a wish list with
regards to the remediation process in Natco Park. This list should be sent directly to DEP. Com.
Cavanagh said we should not go around the Township Committee. Chair Mazza stated that she would
not do that. Com. Shewan read the letter he received from Larry Baier,DEP Bureau Chief requesting a
list.Com Cavanagh said this request sounds like a Consent Agreement which states instead of fining a
town they suggest creating a fund to do something good in the town. He feels the HEC, as an advisory
committee we should not be involved in establishing ways to penalize the town. We should make sure
the problem gets fixed. Vice Chair Ledja stated that she was verbally asked by Larry Baier for her ideas
for improvements to the park. Chair Mazza said the HEC should respond to these requests by DEP. She
said she would put together a letter to the Larry Baier and distribute it for review to the HEC
commissioners. She asked Sec. Christopher to compile the wish list requests into one list and distribute
it to the commissioners. Chair Mazza stated we must get a response to the DEP and she would like to go
though Township Committee. Com. Shewan stated that the letter he received was addressed to Chair
Mazza and himself as members of the sub-committee not as members of the HEC and he feels they



should respond directly to the DEP. Com. Shewan stated communication was set up because Shewan
and Mazza recommendations were not included in the initial report to DEP from the sub- committee.
Com. Shewan said he suggested all of the commissioners should be involved in this wish list so that it’s
not just two members’ recommendations. Chair Mazza stated she would like to go to the Township
Committee and tell them we must respond to the letter from the Larry Baier, DEP and we would like you
to assist us. What do we need to do? Com. Shewan disagreed. She asked if he would attend a
Township Committee meeting with her. Com. Shewan stated that he requested to attend a Township
Committee Workshop and was denied. Com. Shewan is not sure he will be able to attend the meeting
due to work issues. Chair Mazza stated that she will attend the Township Committee meeting on June
19, 2012.

Open Space Advisory Council Proposal — Chris Cavanagh

Com. Cavanagh was asked by Chair Mazza to explain the OSAC proposal. Com. Cavanagh stated that the
OSAC was created after the Open Space Tax was passed. He said the tax goes to the preservation of
Open Space. The OSAC makes recommendations to the Township Committee on properties at are
available for purchase. He stated that the first property purchased was the Pfleger tract that was slated
to be a funeral home. The next property the OSAC is proposing for preservation is 387 Middle Rd., a
property that is going up for sale. This property would be considered for a formal entrance to Natco
Park and it is consistent with the Hazlet 2030 Vision. The OSAC would formally request the
endorsement of the HEC since they are the stewards of Natco Park then with their support the proposal
would go to the Township Committee. At this point the Township Committee would take over proceeds
with the preservation of the land.

Discussion on this proposal:

Com. Shewan asked if the house on the property would remain, and if so is it feasible to maintain it?
Could it be designated as Historic?

Chair Mazza stated that it would have to be brought up to code and ADA approval. This will have to be
researched.



V Chair Ledja stated that she supports an entrance to Natco and she would like to have a building on the
property for programs with children and possibly HEC meetings. She stated that the old environmental
building is falling apart. The possibilities are endless.

Sec. Christopher stated that she has lived in Hazlet all her life and really didn’t know how large the park
is and would like to see it marked for easier access.

Chair Mazza would like to have the entrance to Natco on Middle Rd. because it’s like a Main St. through
the town and it’s quieter. She does not like the idea of an entrance on Rt. 36. She feels the entrance
and marked trails satisfies a big dream we’ve (HEC) had for years.

Com. Pease supported having a building at the entrance and added “we could use it for storage and the
old building is ready to fall down. It would be a great value to us.

Com. Cavanagh stated that the entrance behind the Lakeside is great and the owners have never given
us problems but that could change at some point. The Middle road site will give people another way to
get into the park.

Chair Mazza opened the meeting to the citizens for comments (see Citizen Hearing)

MOTION: To consider the OSAC’s proposal to the HEC to consider an entrance at 387 Middle Rd. and
support an acquisition of the property for the specific designated use as an entrance to Natco Park.

OFFERED: Com. Pease 2nd: VC. Ledja

Roll Call: Yes No Abstain Absent

Com. Bucci X



Com. Cavanagh X

Com. Dahlgren X

Vice Chair Lejda X

Com. Pease X

Chairwoman Mazza X

Com. Shewan X

Alt. 1 Geer

2012BUDGET:

April 2012 — Earth Day supplies/trees $241.00

2012 HEC Meeting Dates:

Dates are: Jan.9th, Feb. 6th , March 5th, April 2nd , May 7th, June 11th, July 2nd , Aug. 6th, Sept. 10th,
Oct. 1st, Nov. 12th, Dec. 3rd, Jan. 7th ,2013.

June meeting was changed from the 4th to the 11th due to the Primary



2012 CALENDAR:

Hazlet Day — Sept. 29 at Veterans Park

Fall Clean up - TBA

Holiday Tree Decoration — Dec. 1, rain date Dec. 2

Citizen Hearing:

Citizen’s comments on OSAC Proposal:

Krystina Larsen 95 Bart Pl., Hazlet

Asked if someone is living in the house on the property on Middle Rd.?

Com. Cavanagh said yes.

Ms. Larsen asked if the resident was approached

Com. Cavanagh said only the Township Committee could do that.

Ms. Larsen asked if this is an Eminent Domain issue.



Com. Cavanagh said absolutely not.

Chair Mazza stated that this would be a regular purchase.

Betty Manning 198 Golden Lane, Hazlet

Mrs. Manning stated that since Middle Rd. is a county road the County must approve and permits will be
needed.

Com. Cavanagh agreed and stated that the Township will be responsible for getting the permits.

Pat Laudati — 94 Bart PI, Hazlet

Mrs. Laudati asked if the parking lot extended behind other houses on Middle Rd. would they object it
the proposal.

Com. Cavanagh stated that they have every right to object. He said there is plenty of room to push the
lot back away from the houses and a buffer could also be put up.

Chair Mazza stated the park would be closed at dusk.

Citizen’s comments DEP Wish List request:

Phil Laudati 94 Bart PI, Hazlet

Mr. Laudati said regarding the discussion on the Consent Agreement that the DEP would be creating a
terrible president.



Krystina Larsen 95 Bart PI, Hazlet

Ms. Larsen said the letter sent to Com. Shewan regarding the wish list must be dealt with. She said it
must be responded to.

Motion to close citizens hearing:

Offered — 2nd -

Voice Vote:

Motion to Adjourn:

Offered — Com.Pease 2nd — Alt. Com. Cavanagh

Voice Vote: Yes

Meeting adjourned at 9:40

Next Meeting: July 2, 2012 — 8PM in the Environmental Office at Town Hall

2nd floor.



